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In re application of: 
George Shibata et al. 
Serial No: 09/335,363 
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For: SAMPLE LOADING AND HANDLING 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D,C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Advisory Action dated November 15, 2002, please consider 
the following remarks: 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-34 are pending in the application. In the response to the Final 
Office Action, applicants amended claims 1 and 20 to explicitly recite the gripper 
feature. The Examiner refused to enter amendments to claims 1 and 20 that were 
proposed in the response to the Final Office Action. The Examiner appeared to 
believe that "[t]he proposed amendment to independent claims 1 and 20 (i.e. 
gripper) introduces previously unclaimed features which would require further 
consideration and search/' Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The amendments of claims 1 and 20 do not introduce a new feature as alleged 
by the Examiner. In the response to the Final Office Action, applicants amended 
the pertinent part of claim 1 as follows: 
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